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Reporting guidance for SRs

Reporting guidelines provide 

guidance for authors on what to 

report in a scientific paper

Developed based on evidence 

and consensus

~neutral with regards to which 

methods to use (emphasis is on 

reporting whatever was done)
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The PRISMA 2009 Statement

27-item checklist of minimum reporting standards

Published June 2009 in multiple medical journals

Cited >40,000 times

Endorsed by 180 journals and editorial organisations
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Reporting guidance for SRs

▪ Page et al. (unpublished) selective review of 

reporting guidance documents

• 55 identified (incl. PRISMA and its extensions, 

MECIR, MARS, ROSES)

▪ Collated >200 unique reporting items

▪ Informing update of PRISMA 2009
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Impact of PRISMA on reporting of SRs (Page 2016 PLoS Med)



Endorsement versus enforcement of 

reporting guidelines
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Endorsement vs Enforcement

Endorsement: Action taken 

by a journal to indicate its 

support for the use of one or 

more reporting guideline(s) 

by submitting authors

Enforcement: Mandatory 

requirement that submitting 

authors adhere to the 

reporting guideline(s)
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Endorsement: suggested text to include in author instructions

"[journal name] requires a completed PRISMA checklist and 

flow diagram as a condition of submission when reporting 

findings from a systematic review or meta-analysis. 

Templates for these can be found here or on the PRISMA 

website (http://www.prisma-statement.org) which also 

describes several PRISMA checklist extensions for different 

designs and types of data beyond conventional systematic 

reviews evaluating randomized trials. At minimum, your 

article should report the content addressed by each item of 

the checklist. Meeting these basic reporting requirements 

will greatly improve the value of your review and may 

enhance its chances for eventual publication."

http://www.prisma-statement.org/
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Evidence of impact of endorsement

Page & Moher 2017 SystRev

▪ 6 studies have evaluated whether reporting is clearer in 

journals that ‘recommend’ or ‘encourage’ use of the 

PRISMA 

▪ 2 studies have evaluated whether reporting is clearer in 

journals that ask authors to submit a PRISMA checklist 

when submitting an SR

Impact of passive strategies is underwhelming
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Strategies to increase adherence to reporting guidelines

1. Training in the practical use of reporting guidelines

2. Enhancing accessibility and understanding

3. Encouraging adherence

4. Checking adherence and providing feedback

5. Involvement of experts 

Blanco et al. BMJ Open 2019;9:e026589
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Strategies to increase adherence to reporting guidelines

Blanco et al. BMJ Open 2019;9:e026589
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Strategies to increase adherence to reporting guidelines

Blanco et al. BMJ Open 2019;9:e026589
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Strategies to increase adherence to reporting guidelines

▪ Managing editors check 

each submitted SR 

against MECIR reporting 

standards

▪ Cochrane Editorial and 

Methods Department 

screen each SR pre-

publication against 

‘critical’ MECIR standards
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Strategies to increase adherence to reporting guidelines
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Strategies to increase adherence to reporting guidelines

▪ Online writing tool detailing all key elements of a 

reporting guideline

▪ Led to improved reporting by medical students
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Strategies to increase adherence to reporting guidelines

Barnes et al. BMC Med 2015;13:221
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Strategies to increase adherence to reporting guidelines

Machine learning tools for journals to check submitted 

manuscripts automatically for missing information 

▪ https://www.penelope.ai/

▪ http://www.statreviewer.com/

https://www.penelope.ai/
http://www.statreviewer.com/
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Limitations of reporting guidelines

Adherence to reporting guidelines does not guarantee that 

methods used were rigorous

METHODS USED REPORTING    CONDUCT

“We searched 1 database”

“1 author screened records”

“We used the Jadad scale to                                          

assess quality of trials”



Conduct guidelines of systematic 

reviews
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Conduct guidelines

Conduct guidelines provide guidance on best practices for 

systematic reviews

▪ MECIR (Cochrane)

▪ Institute of Medicine’s 2011 Standards for Systematic 

Reviews

▪ Navigation Guide Systematic Review Methodology

▪ Office of Health Assessment and Translation (OHAT) 

Systematic Review Handbook
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Strategies to increase adherence to conduct guidelines 
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Strategies to increase adherence to conduct guidelines

Cochrane Handbook 2019
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Strategies to increase adherence to conduct guidelines
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Strategies to increase adherence to conduct guidelines

Course comprises nine modules, providing over 10 hours of self-directed 
learning on the complete systematic review process for both new and 
experienced review authors    interactivelearning.cochrane.org



Summary
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Summary

Various reporting and conduct standards available

Various strategies available to increase adherence to standards

Passive strategies (e.g. journal endorsement) likely to have little 

impact

Need more research on impact and feasibility of more intensive 

strategies 


