
IMPRINT ~ _ 

LTEX 
www.altex.ch 

A quarterly journal for new paths 
in biomedical science 
Official organ of the Middle European 
Society for Alternative Methods to Animal 
Testing (MEGAT) 

Bd. 25 ( 1 /2008) 

Editor: 
Society ALTEX Edition. Zurich. Switzerland. 
President: Nina Schweigert (CH-Zlirich), 
Vizepresidem: Helmut Appl (A-Wien), 
Society Board: Thomas Hartung (D-Konstanz), 
Claudia Mertens (Cl-l-Winterthur), 
Daniel Favre (CH-Th6nex). 
Secretary and Editor in Chief: 
Franz P. Gruber (Kusnacht ZH). 

Editorial Office: 
Franz P. Gruber (Cl-l-Kusnacht, ZH), 
Petra Mayr (D-Wuppertal), Carolin Rauter 
(D-Konstanz) and Horst Spielmann CD-Berlin). 
ALTEX Edition, Postfach 2011, 
CH-8032 Zurich 
Tel +41 (0) 44 380 08 30 
Fax +41 (0) 44 422 80 10 
e-mail: editor@altex.ch 
Lektorat: Irene Hagmann (CH-Zurich) and 
Sonja von Aulock (D-Konstanz) 

Advisory Board: 
Peter Bossard (Horw, Switzerland) 
Miroslav Cervinka (Hradec Cralove, 
Czech Republic) 
Nicole Clemann (Basel, Switzerland) 
Klaus Cul3ler (Langen, Germany) 
Andrzej Elzanowski (Wroclaw, Poland) 
Friedrich Harrer (Salzburg, Austria) 
Thomas Hartung (Konstanz, Germany) 
Jan G. Hengstler (Leipzig, Germany) 
Jane Huggins (Plainsboro, USA) 
Marcel Leist (Konstanz, Germany) 
Coenraad F. M. Hendriksen (Bilthoven, 
The Netherlands) 
Claudia Mertens (Winterthur, Switzerland) 
Brigitte Rusche (Neubiberg, Germany) 
Walter Pfaller (Innsbruck, Austria) 
Harald Schoff (Linz, Austria) 
Horst Spielmann (Berlin, Germany) 
Gotthard M. Teutsch (Bayreuth, Germany) 
Jan van der Valk (Utrecht, The Netherlands) 
Angelo Vedani (Basel, Switzerland) 

ALTEX Online: 
www.altex.ch 
English summaries: http://altweb.jhsph.edu 
ALTEX is indexed in MEDLINE, Current 
Contents®, SciSearch® and ISi Document 
Solution® and EMBASE. 

Cover picture: 
Embryonic stem cells and their differentiation to 
various cell types are presently explored as basis 
for alternative in vitro methods to predict human 
toxicity. The cell on the cover ( cell nucleus in 
blue, cell boundaries in red) is an astrocyte ( as 
defined by the specific cytoskeletal protein GFAP, 
in green), which was generated in vitro from 
murine embryonic stem cells. Such cells, and 
especially their human counterparts, will form the 
basis of the FP7 EU project ESNATS. 
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ALTEX, edited by the Swiss Society ALTEX Edition is the official journal of MEG AT, the Midclle 
European Society for Alternatives to Testing in Animals. ALTEX is devoted to the publication 
of research on the development and promotion of alternatives to animal experiments according to 
the 3R concept of Russell and Burch: Replace, Reduce, and Refine. ALTEX is publishing 
original articles, short communications, reviews as well as news Md comments, meeting reports 
and book reviews in English and German. Animal experiments are defined by the editors as 
all experimental procedures using animals which may cause pain, suffering, Md emotional harm 
to animals and which are conducted in testing, research and education or to obtain tissues, 
organs, and oilier animal derived products. 
Besides covering the biomedical aspects of animal experimentation, ALTEX is also devoted to 
the bioethics of the complex relationship between man and animals, Articles published in 
ALTEX should express a basic concern about the dignity of living creatures. ALTEX is not only 
aimed at developing a new approach to recognise animals as partners but it also intends to 
introduce a scientific sight in the discussions on animal experiments. Articles devoted to the social 
and ethical aspects of this topic will, therefore, be judged according to stringent scientific 
standards. Manuscripts submitted to ALTEX are evaluated by two reviewers. The evaluation 
takes into account the scientific merit of a manuscript Md the contribution to animal welfare 
and the 3R-principle. 
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